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Once you read through Revelation you will see that it was intended by God to be His 
final word to man. It is the final self-disclosure of God through Jesus Christ.

Of the 404 passages of the Apocalypse 278 contain references to Jewish scripture.

For reference other significant works relating to Revelation can be found in Isaiah, 

Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel and Zechariah. The symbolism in Revelation is revealed in much 

of these other books.

There is a great deal of symbolism in Revelation but we will interpret the passages in 

their plain sense unless the context indicates otherwise.
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Symbolism is used throughout scripture as 
a vehicle for divine revelation especially 
when it comes to apocalyptic scripture. 
Symbolism’s purpose is not to hide truth 
but reveal it. Most can be explained 
through Old Testament.

Many believe John’s heavy use of 
symbolism was necessary to state 
opposition to the Roman Empire 
persecutions under Domitian while keeping 
Roman authorities from apprehending this 
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opposition.

The Caesars and Domitian in particular 
saw themselves as god and were 
threatened by the Christian God usurping 
their power. They would have destroyed 
John and his works had they realized what 
it was about.
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Covenants

God gave three promises in His unconditional 
covenant with Abraham. First He promised him 
to make him a great nation through his seed, 
Isaac and Jacob. This was and is the nation of 
Jewish nation of Israel. Second, He promised to 
give him and his seed the land of Canaan later 
called Palestine. Third He promised to “bless 
those who bless you and curse those who 
curse you.”
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Paul tells us as non-Jewish Christians we are 
partakers of the promises of the covenants. 
While, we are not of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
physical seed and we will not inherit the land of 
Israel we do share the blessing of Salvation.

Abrahamic Covenant is not abrogated (Done 
away with) because of the Mosaic Covenant or 
the New Covenant, it will continue along with 
the New Covenant.

God’s promise to Abraham to give his seed the 
land of Israel, and David’s throan to rule the 
nations from are fulfilled at the end of the 
Tribulation. This promise would not be fulfilled if 
the Church replaced Israel.

Fulfillment of Revelation fulfills God’s promise to 
Abraham.
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Apocalypse: Disclosure or revelation as the reveling 
of a secret.

The Revelation is of Christ’s Second coming to 
judge the world and set up His kingdom.

In referring to the same subject, Daniel used the 
term, “The latter days” here John uses “Soon” or 
“Shortly” meaning quickly or suddenly.
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This is the first of seven blessings or beatitudes that 
appear.
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Most likely speaking of the Father and His eternality and the Holy Spirit.
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Revelation 1:5

Number 7 is considered to be the number of the 
spiritual perfection because it is a symbol of God's 
work. This would represent the Holy Spirit.
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Revelation 1:4

Map of Asia Minor, Turkey and the churches
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Firstborn of the dead to receive a resurrected body. 
Christ and all the righteous dead are included in the 
first resurrection; all the wicked dead are raised after 
the Millennium.

His resurrection is past, but His “Ruler of kings” is 
future.
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We are a Kingdom of priests serving Him as 
ambassadors to the lost in this world.
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Rev 1:7 Compare Second coming with rapture

There is little biblical indication that the world as a whole will not see Christ at 
the rapture, but all will see Him at the second coming Mat 24:30.

At the rapture, one is taken and one is left is described in a mystic way.

The rapture has the Church meeting Jesus in the air, the first resurrection; at 
His second coming Rev 19:14 shows the Church along with angelic hosts 
clothed in white linen coming to earth riding white horses.
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Once betrothed, in the Jewish wedding ceremony, 
the groom would go and prepare the place where he 
would live with His new bride. This was usually in 
the house of the groom’s father. 

Read John 14:2-3 “I go and prepare a place for 
you…”

Before the groom left his new bride, he would leave 
her gifts. These gifts were for the sole purpose for 
her preparing and readying for his return to take her 

17



to his father’s house.

Eph 4:7-8; 4:11-16 When Christ ascended, He 
gave gifts to men (vs 8). 
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The groom returned for the bride only after the 
groom’s father approved the new home the man had 
prepared for his bride. The groom, accompanied by 
his groomsmen would then go and get his bride, 
often in the middle of the night and with loud 
rejoicing. This rejoicing would alert the bride and her 
attendants to his coming and she would make her 
last-minute preparations. She would be veiled and 
whisked away to her new home accompanied by her 
attendants (bridesmaids). People would look upon 
the scene and realize a wedding was going to take 
place, but because the bride was veiled, they did not 
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know who she was until after the wedding.

1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first:
1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.

Once at his house they had a small marriage 
ceremony and then the happy couple would retire to 
their new abode and consummate the marriage. For 
seven days the bride remained in the chamber until 
the last day her husband would bring her out and 
present her to the guests present and then they 
would celebrate the large wedding feast. (Rev 19:6-
9)
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[See Mat 25:1-13 Parable of the 10 Virgins]

The ten virgins in this parable represent those of the 
bride’s attendants that were not ready and were left 
out of the wedding party.
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The tribulation John speaks of is not the Great 
Tribulation, but the tribulation of this life. John was 
exiled to Patmos by the emperor Domitian for his 
witnessing of Christ. He was forced to work the 
mines there on this remote island. He was exiled 
there approximately 95 A.D.
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“In the Spirit” – John was carried beyond the normal 
sense into a state which God could reveal 
supernaturally this book to him. Ezekiel, Peter, and 
Paul also had similar experiences.
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The Lord’s Day does not refer to Sunday or the 
first day of the week. It would be better 
translated Day of the Lord as in the Old 
Testament refers to the Day the Lord when He 
comes to execute judgement on the earth.

John was in a spirit filled state where he would 
have been translated forward to the Day of the 
Lord to experience this vision.
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This was a single letter circulated to the 7 churches. 
All would have seen what the Lord said to the other 
churches. At some point each church would likely 
have made a copy for themselves.
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Rev 1:12-16
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking 
with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands;

13 and in the middle of the lampstands I 
saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe 
reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest 
with a golden sash.

14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, 
like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.
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15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has 
been made to glow in a furnace, and 
His voice was like the sound of many waters.

16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of 
His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and 
His face was like the sun shining in its strength.

Here begins the use of heavy symbolism throughout 
Revelation, but note it is explained beginning in vs 
20.
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He is eternal, John witnessed His death and 
resurrection.

He controls death and Hades.
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Verse 19 provides an outline of the book of 
Revelation: Chapter 1 things John has seen; 
Chapter 2 & 3, things which are and Chapters 4-22.
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The word for angels is messenger and is also used 
for pastor or the leader of the church. Letters are 
written to people not angels. If God wanted to 
communicate with His angels I do not believe He 
would have a man write them a letter.
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Lampstands represent the churches specifically the 
witness of a church for Christ. For a church to have 
its lampstand removed would indicate it has ceased 
from being a witness for Christ.
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