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Here begins the second major division in the book 

of Revelation, “The things that are…” as noted in 

Rev 1:19.

While there were many churches in the province 

which could have been used these seven were 

chosen. 7 the divine number of perfection, these 

churches were probably very representative of the 

majority of churches not only in John’s time but 

today.
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Some believe these churches follow a common 

pattern to the life cycles of many churches or the 

pattern of the life of the universal church from birth 

to rapture throughout the various ages. These most 

likely are the common issues that may come along 

in the life of any church so we must guard against 

them.

As we go through the seven churches compare 

your church, community, nation, and the world, 

but most importantly yourself with the warnings and 

failings Christ points out to the churches.

2



Ephesus was a large metropolitan city 
and the most influential in the Roman 
Province of Asia at the time. Paul 
ministered there 3 years as recorded in 
Acts 19.

Again the word “Angel” is “Messenger” 
and most likely speaking of the human 
leader of the church, the pastor.

He held the 7 stars in His right hand. The 
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word for hold means held with authority. 
So it communicates the authority He has 
over the churches and their leadership.
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He walks among the churches, candlesticks, watching over them as 
a hen watches over her chicks, protecting, correcting but not 
condemning.
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Commendation for diligence and 
doctrine. These characteristics are 
desperately lacking in the church today. 
Any church would be ecstatic to hear a 
commendation as this from our Lord.

Too often we fail to serve the Lord 
patiently with diligence and we 
compromise both our moral principles 
and theology.
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30 some years after Paul’s letter, in their 
second generation of being, the 
Ephesians church love had cooled. It’s 
love was not what it once was.

They became so involved with their 
works, their labor in serving the Lord, the 
testing of false teachers they forgot the 
primary response of  a true Christian, to 
“Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart.”  
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The church is called to remember and 
repent, to rekindle the love of the Lord 
they once had or they would be removed 
as a witness for Christ.

This is a common pattern, cooling of the 
fervent love of Christ is eventually 
replaced with the love of things of this 
world resulting in compromise, then 
corruption followed by departing from the 
faith.
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Here we see a kind of Postscript added to 
the commendations, their hatred of the 
works of the Nicolaitans.

This is mostly speculative, but the 
Nicolaitans were thought to be a sect 
founded by Nicolaus one of the 7 deacons 
appointed in the church. They were 
considered a licentious sect advocating 
complete freedom in Christian conduct 
because all their sins were forgiven them. 
Hardly a light of testimony for Christ. 
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Their teachings were in line with the error of 
Balaam and the evil of Jezebel.
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Invitation and Promise 1 John 5:5 
“Who is he that overcomes the world? He 
that believes Jesus is the Son of God.”

The Tree of Life is the same tree that was 
in the Garden of Eden. 
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Speaks of the eternal one Jesus Christ

Smyrna means “myrrh” the sweet
perfume used to embalm bodies.
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Commendation faithfulness in trial

Tribulation was not only from the pagans 
of the city but the Jews of the local 
synagogue who were under Satan’s sway. 

False religion has always been most zealous in 
opposing that which is true.
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They were robbed by those that persecuted 
them so their poverty was sever, but they 
were rich in faith.
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Indictment None

Not long after John wrote this letter his 
student, Polycarp, became the overseer 
of this church. Polycarp was eventually 
martyred by the emperor Domitian. They 
attempted to burn him at the stake but 
eyewitnesses said the fire would not 
consume him, so he was speared and 
bled to death. They claimed there was so 
much blood that it quenched the fiery 
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pyre. 
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There is much speculation on the 
significance of 10 days. It is widely 
agreed it relates to a short period of 
time. I believe it is a literal 10 days 
(Glennism). 

The ten days starting 
with Rosh Hashanah and 
ending with Yom Kippur are 
commonly known as the Days 
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of Awe or the Days of 
Repentance. This is a time for 
serious introspection, a time 
to consider the sins of the 
previous year and repent 
before Yom Kippur.
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5 days after, on Tishrei 15 is Feast of Booths or Tabernacles. This is a celebration of 
Israel’s final ingathering and them being with the Lord forever.
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This and other passages clearly state that 
before the Lord returns, in His Second 
Coming, Israel as a nation must repent of 
their rejection of His Kingship as seen in the 
gospels and they must ask for His return. If 
Israel does not do this the Lord will not 
return.

This is the main purpose of the Great 
Tribulation, to bring Israel to repentance 
resulting in their forgiveness and Christ’s 
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return. 
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Invitation and Promise

There is no invitation but the church is exhorted to 
remain faithful unto death and they will be rewarded with 
the crown of life, eternal life in Christ.
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The sword represents God’s word and 
righteousness, dividing and separating 
truth from falsehood, and righteousness 
from sin.

Commendation holding fast and not 
denying faith in Christ in unfriendly 
surroundings.

Pergamos was a religious center filled 
with temples of idol worship. The temple 
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of Aesculapius, a pagan god whose idol 
was a serpent was considered by some 
bible scholars to represent the “Seat of 
Satan.”

Not much is known of Antipas other than he was a 
faithful follower and martyr of Christ.
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Rebuke for compromise holding to doctrine 
of Balaam and Nicolaitanes.

Doctrine of Balaam: was the teaching 
that the people of God should intermarry 
with the heathen and compromise in the 
matter of idolatrous worship (Numbers 
22-25;31). Today we call this being unequally 
yoked causing Christian morals to be mixed with 
perverted world’s values.

Doctrine of the Nicolaitans: That 
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which Ephesus was commended for, 
Pergamos was rebuked. Christian liberty 
was confused with freedom to sin.
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Warning: Repent or Christ will fight you with 
the sword.

The evil character of those things which 
were invading the church were enough to 
cause Christ to fight with the sword of His 
mouth, the Word of Truth.
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Promise: To give the hidden manna to eat, bread of 
heaven, spiritual food of Christ as opposed to the things 
sacrificed to idols.
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In Israel, stones are placed on graves 
rather than flowers because flowers 
quickly die. Stones will never die 
symbolizing permanence and legacy.

In courts of law, being given a white 
stone meant acquittal, while a black 
stone meant condemnation.

The stone would then represent Christ’s 
acceptance of the individual and the new 
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name a new life. 
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Thyatira was a small thriving agricultural 
town originally founded as a Macedonian 
colony by Alexander the Great after he 
destroyed the Persian Army.

There is no record of Apostles visiting 
there so this church was most likely 
planted by Lydia the seller of purple, 
whom we are introduced to in Acts 16 at 
her conversion.
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This is the longest of the seven letters to 
the churches and has one of the most 
serious rebukes.

Here Christ is introduced as “The Son 
of God” and is pictured as the 
righteous Judge. His eyes are 
described as a flame of fire which 
speaks of His burning indignation and 
purifying judgement.
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Commendation for continuing growth in 
love, service, and faith. In spite of this 
wonderful commendation, they were guilty of 
a terrible sin.
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Indictment for spiritual wickedness.

Jezebel was the wife of King Ahab of 
Israel (1 Kings). She was one of the most 
evil characters in the Old Testament. She 
attempted to combine the worship of 
Israel with the worship of Baal.

This woman who called herself a 
prophetess was a literal historical woman 
and a leader in the church. She was 
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similar in character to Jezebel in 1 Kings 
and led the church in committing 
fornication and eating things sacrificed to 
idols.

Jezebel was a picture of subtle corruption 
and a symbol of  idolatry and immorality.

We see this same corruption in the 
Roman Church in the middle ages which 
combined worship of the Lord with pagan 
rituals. This resulted in the teachings of 
elevating of Mary, the Lord’s mother, to 
deity and coredeemer as well as the 
teaching of a continual sacrifice of our 
Lord as opposed to the once and only 
sacrifice of our Lord on the Cross.
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Exhortation to the godly remnant. Here the 
Lord singles out a group within a church and 
gives them simple instruction of holding fast 
till he comes. The rest appear to be too far 
gone to be reclaimed.
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Promise to rule, with Christ, in the 
millennium. The word rule means 
“Shepherd.” Not only will we be given 
authority to judge, but responsibility to 
administer mercy, grace, and love.

The Morning Star is Christ Himself as the 
returning one who will rapture His bride in 
the dark hours preceding the dawning of the 
millennial age. 
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