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Chronologically we have observed the Lamb Slain
opening of the 7 seals in heaven and we have heard 6
trumpets sound bringing in the terrifying judgements of
God. We have also witnessed the 7th trumpet blast which
contains the last crushing and final judgement of God on
an unrepenting earth however these bowl judgements are
yet to come.
We are now in another parenthetical pause in our story
that we may introduce the 7 great actors of this drama in
chapters 12-14 of Revelation.
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About these main characters flows the tumultuous scenes
of this horrendous tribulation period. In chapter 12 we are
introduced to 5 of these individuals. The first character
and one with prime importance and key to the whole
scenario is the woman Israel.
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This passage demonstrates the great divide in doctrine
between dispensationalist and coventalist, between
protestant and catholic. The divide that separates is how
this woman is identified.
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Those who allegorize scripture pervert the meaning to
interpret this woman as the church and Catholics see her
as not the church universal but specifically the Catholic
church.
This woman is later said to produce the man child who is
the Messiah. Mary specifically bore Jesus, but she was of
Israel, not the church. If the church is the Bride of Christ
and this woman gave birth to Him, Christ would be
marrying His mother, the woman that produced Him, an
incestuous relationship. This is hardly in keeping with the
Lord’s teachings. We know it was Christ who produced
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the church not the church producing Christ.
The Catholic Church’s interpretation is built off
allegorizing and we see how that process can pervert the
word of God. The literal interpretation will identify this
woman as the nation of Israel.
Dr. Dwight Pentecost shares 10 reasons to identify this
woman is Israel, I will share the weightier ones.
The first we already identified.
Second, contextually John is dealing with the nation of
Israel.
Third, in the Old Testament the sun, moon, and stars are
identified in Joseph’s second dream.
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Joseph’s father is Jacob renamed Israel and is represented
by the sun. The moon represents Rachel and is Joseph’s
mother in turn she represents Jewish woman, especially
Jewish motherhood (Jer 31:15; Mat 2:18). The 11 stars
represent Joseph’s 11 brothers with Joseph they made up
the 12 tribes of Israel. Clearly this symbology represents
Israel, not he church.
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In Revelation 12 verse 2 we see the woman in the final
stages of pregnancy about to give birth. The vision here is
a picture of the nation of Israel just before the birth of the
Messiah.
Passage in Isaiah 66:8, 10 identify the woman as Israel,
Zion.
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John sees a second sign in heaven and our second great
actor of primary importance, a great red dragon
representing Satan. These two visions come together in
verse 4 where Satan is waiting to destroy this new born
child. This vision was historically filled by King Herod
when he tried to kill all the new born to two years old in
Bethlehem in an attempt to kill the new born king the
Magi spoke to Herod about (Mat 2:16-18).
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This hideous dragon is described with 7 heads and 10
horns with 7 crowns on its heads. This dragon is
symbolic of Satan and the 7 heads and 10 horns
symbolize his kingdom he has sway over. In a similar
passage in Revelation 13:1 and parallel passage in Daniel
2 and 7 this represents the revived Roman Empire.
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Daniel, in his vision interpretations, sees four beasts he
identifies as four historical world empires. The first three:
Babylon, Medea Persia and Greece. The fourth beast was
never named by Daniel because, historically they came
after Daniel’s time. His description clearly identified it as
the empire that destroyed Greece, which was the Roman
empire. John’s description of this aspect of Satan’s
kingdom is the same as Daniel’s. The old Roman Empire
since died out, but now during the end times of the
tribulation we see this same beast scholars now call the
revived Roman Empire.
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The last half of the tribulation is in view here.
The seven heads appear to be the Great kingdoms of
world history, which we will go into more detail in
chapter 17. The 10 horns are 10 kings which come out of
the last head of the beast, the revived Roman Empire.
These 10 kings were symbolized in Daniel 2:41-42 where
Daniel reveals the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.
They are the 10 toes of the fourth kingdom in that dream
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The woman identified earlier as Israel gives birth to a
man child who is to rule the world with a rod of iron (Ps
2:9; Rev 19:15). This is a clear description of Jesus the
Messiah, not the church as some believe. As to him being
“Caught up to God” is an obvious referral to Jesus
ascension to heaven.
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There is a significant lapse in time between verses 5 and
6, from the ascension to the point Israel flees into the
wilderness which happen at the mid-tribulation point.
This is a common occurrence in prophecy. The first and
second coming of Christ are often spoken of in the same
sentence.
God has prepared a place for her to preserve and protect
her for 1260 days or 3 ½ years, the last half of the
tribulation. Contrast this to the relative peace experiences
in the first half of the tribulation period. The last half is
referred to as “The Great Tribulation” and “The Time of
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Jacob’s Troubles.”
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This is not in chronological order. While most of
Revelation takes place on earth, this scene is in heaven.
Satan here, is viewed from heaven being cast down to
earth by, another critical actor in this drama, the
Archangel Michael and his angels. In the 5th Trumpet
judgement, John describes Satan as a star fallen from
heaven, but does not necessarily witness the fall himself.
He speaks of this fall in past tense as falling earlier but
then, in his vision, witnesses Satan unlock the bottomless
pit and release the demonic locust out of their captivity of
the Abyss.
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John identifies this dragon as Satan and Devil. “Devil”
comes from the Greek diabolos which means to defame
or slander. The name “Satan” from the Hebrew has the
meaning of adversary. As in a court room, Satan is the
prosecutor, master accuser brings charges on the brethren
where Christ is our advocate, defense attorney our
council before God, the Judge.
The angels who were thrown down with Satan are 1/3 of
the angelic host of heaven which we see in verse 4 where
the Dragon sweeps a third of the stars from heaven with
his tail.
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This war in heaven is in great contrast to what we vision
as war on this earth. On earth, we fight physical wars of
flesh and blood on the battle field, but, as it says in
Ephesians 6, “Our struggle is not against flesh and
blood” of this world, “But against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against
the spiritual forces of this wickedness in the heavenly
places.”
The verse that follows in Ephesians tells us to stand firm,
but we are most firm when we are on our knees, in
prayer. This is where we fight this war.
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Remember the weapons of our warfare are mighty unto
God. They are truth, righteousness, the gospel message,
our faith, our salvation in Jesus Christ and the Word of
God.
It is clear, the events in this passage do not come in
chronological order after the 7th Trumpet. Walvoord
believes Satan’s fall actually occurred prior to the 6th seal
or even before the first seal, there is no way to tell for
sure.
Daniel speaks of this war in heaven when Michael
standing up for the
The people in Daniel 12:1.

19

20

The brethren are said to have overcome Satan’s
accusations by the blood of the Lamb, that is the payment
for the world’s sin and by the testimony of their changed
lives which demonstrate their love of God more than their
own lives. Both factors which are necessary for salvation.
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The scene in heaven continues after Satan’s fall and there
is much rejoicing, Satan is gone and salvation has come.
This salvation is not the same salvation as freedom of
guilt of sin, but the salvation of final deliverance and
completion of the divine program.

22

Why does war rage on heaven and earth and why is
Israel always in the middle of it?
Two, very important, characters are neglected or at least
very understated by seminary schools and bible schools
alike leaving a void in our Christian education,
knowledge and understanding of God’s divine program.
Without knowledge there is no understanding and
without understanding there is no wisdom.
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This is a typical depiction of Satan is the most
understated character when it comes to Christian
education and without understanding of his character and
motives we will not be able to apply wisdom in opposing
him. Satan is real not a cartoon.
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Running a close second is our ignorance of the
significance the Nation of Israel plays in God’s divine
program. In heaven, we see Satan’s demonic angels
waging war against God’s holy angels. On earth, Satan’s
war is very pointed and targeted at Israel. The rest of the
world is not that important to him, however it merely
provides Satan targets of opportunity, but his goal is the
total and complete annihilation of Israel, which means
every Jew must be destroyed at all cost. Why.
The question: why is Israel so important to Satan?
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Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum is a theologian and messianic
Jew who has studied the roll of Israel in God’s divine
program for many years and has a long list of credentials.
He titled his doctoral thesis “ISRAELOLOGY: The
Missing Link to Systematic Theology.” In his book he
makes a summary statement as to this issue:
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“Satan’s war against the Jews between Abraham and the
first coming was to try to thwart the first coming (Rev
12:1-5). His present and future war against the Jews is to
thwart the second coming (Rev 12:12-14). It has been
pointed out earlier [in his book] that the basis of the
second coming is Israel’s national salvation and Jesus
will not come back until the Jewish people ask Him to. If
Satan can ever succeed in destroying the Jews before
there is a national salvation, then Satan’s career is
eternally safe. For this reason he has had a perpetual,
unending war against the Jew. This is why once the
Tribulation comes and Satan knows his time is short, he
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will expend all his energies to try to destroy the Jews
once and for all. The biblical cause of anti-Semitism is
Satan. God permits it; and the reason it is within His
permissive will is Israel’s sins. Nevertheless, Satan is the
cause and the Gentile nations are the means he uses.”
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What is the guilt Israel is to acknowledge? The fact they
rejected the King of the Messianic kingdom at His first
coming, now they must repent and ask for His return.
This rejection resulted ushered in the church age. A
primary purpose of the church was to bring light to Israel
and to make her jealous. [See Romans 11] so she would
turn back to God.
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[Read Slide]
This is why the teaching of replacement theology is
Satanic it marginalizes Israel and puts focus on the
church. The church has not replaced Israel in God’s
program. Make no mistake Jesus will not return until
Israel as a nation repents and asks for Messiah’s return.
This will happen at the end of the tribulation prior to the
second coming and is the prime reason for the tribulation,
to bring Israel to repentance.
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Immediately after Satan is cast down to earth he
continues to persecute the woman Israel. He failed at
stopping the first coming of Christ, when Herod had all
the babies killed in Bethlehem, now he will pull out all
stops in his final attempt to thwart the second coming of
the Messiah and the establishment of His kingdom on
earth.
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The picture of the eagle indicates God’s divine
intervention in the delivery, provision and care for Israel
as God’s program plays out. Again, the “Time, times and
half a time” indicates 3 ½ years which is the last half of
the tribulation.
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In his persecution of the woman, Satan pours water like a
river out of his mouth attempting to sweep Israel away,
but the earth helps the woman and drinks up the river.
One interpretation of this passage attempts to interpret
this passage literally. While it is clear this is an attempt to
exterminate Israel completely, a physical flood of water is
not likely when considering terrain and other geological
problems.
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This passage is better interpreted symbolically and
metaphorically. Jesus said it is not what enters a man’s
body that defiles him but what comes out of his mouth.
God’s truth, His word of truth is equated to rivers of
living water.
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This water out of Satan’s mouth is the antithesis of truth
which are lies. Satan is the father of lies and here he
pours them out in abundance enough to possibly sweep
away a nation.
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In our own nation we have recently observed ominous
effectiveness for this tactic of lies. A river of lies with
truth bound and confined, we have literally exchanged
the truth for a lie. Truth is now being swept away by the
deception of the father of lies.
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Much of Israel will flee around the mid-tribulation point
some will not these are the ones John refers to here. This
is a part of the Jewish remnant, those “who keep the
commandments of God and hold to the testimony of
Jesus.” Gentiles are not children of the woman Israel. All
who believe in Jesus will be persecuted at this time,
however, it is Israel specifically John refers to here.
The Church is gone from earth and in heaven at this
point, but the Jews are yet to be raptured so this event
occurs prior to the 7th trumpet during the second half of
the tribulation. While the program of Satan is primarily
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against the Jewish nation, anti-Semitism will reach its
peak against Jewish believers during this time.
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Israel is the key to world events. Watch Israel in the news to monitor the times.
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