


Literal interpretation

asserts that a biblical text is to 

be interpreted according to the “plain 

meaning” conveyed by its grammatical 

construction and historical context. 

The literal meaning is held to correspond to 

the intention of the authors.



Allegorical interpretation

of the Bible is an interpretive method 

(exegesis) that assumes that the Bible has 

various levels of meaning and tends to 

focus on the spiritual sense, which includes 

the allegorical sense, the moral sense, and 

the mystical or spiritual sense, as opposed 

to the literal, historical sense.



Basic rules of bible interpretation:

1.Interpret the bible in its literal, historical sense 

unless the context indicates otherwise.

 Creation

 Adam and Eve in the Garden

 Noah’s Flood

 Jonah and the great fish



2. Certain types of statements should not be 

interpreted literally these are “Figurative 

statements.” These are used to communicate 

something other than the statement’s normal 

literal meaning.

 Figures of speech

 Metaphors

 Parables



“Church Fathers” began allegorizing much of 

what they read beginning in the second 

century, while biblical alegories do exist in 

scripture, they should not be used as the 

primary means of interpretation but only when 

scripture dictates or indicates such 

interpretation. 

[Example: Ezekiel 28:1-19 Prophecy against Prince of Tyre]



History of Bible Interpretation

• Authors of the Bible, Apostles and Jesus, all 

interpreted scripture literally.

• Apostolic Church Fathers interpreted scripture 

literally. (1st to 2nd century)

• The Catholic “Church Fathers” interpreted scripture 

allegorically. (2nd to 5th century)

• 14th Century the Reformation began (Return to 

literal interpretation)























Daniel 9:24

“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your 
people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of sin, to make 
atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy 
and to anoint the most holy place.



Daniel 9:25

So you are to know and discern that from the 
issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will 
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be 
built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of 
distress.





Daniel 9:26

Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will 
be cut off and have nothing, and the people of 
the prince who is to come will destroy the city 
and the sanctuary. And its end will come with 
a flood; even to the end there will be war; 
desolations are determined.



Daniel 9:27

And he will make a firm covenant with the many 
for one week, but in the middle of the week he 
will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and 
on the wing of abominations will come one 
who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out 
on the one who makes desolate.”
















