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Chapters 4 and 5 introduce and give background to the sweeping prophetic events 
that take place in the rest of Revelation. Chapter 4 and subsequent chapters are 
future and have not taken place yet. Much confusion has risen in the interpretation of 
this book due to some scholars attributing the book to either past history or 
spiritualizing it away as allegory and not looking at the literal sense. 

If Revelation has no chronological structure and is merely symbolic representation of 
moral truths its prophetic significance is minimalized.

Literal interpretation forces us to look at the remainder of Revelation as a future 
event and therefore prophetic.
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Heaven referred to here is not the heaven we can see of 
our atmosphere or stars but of a heaven we cannot see 
which scholars call the third heaven which is in the 
immediate presence of God.
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The Door is merely the access John is given along with 
the invitation, “Come up here.” John is not translated 
physically but is given a temporary visual spiritual access 
to view these future events.

This is not the rapture of the church because that is still 
future, however chronologically the rapture does take 
place at this point sometime prior to the historical 
fulfillment of the tribulation period.

At this point the church is no longer mentioned until 
chapter 19. This goes along with the fact the church is no 
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longer the primary focus of the letter, which now turns to 
events leading to the second coming of Christ and 
reconciling of the nation of Israel to God.

Saints who are saved between the rapture and the second 
coming are not part of the church they are referred to as 
either saved Jews or saved gentiles.
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John’s first impression of the throne room was one of 
color. The word throne means a stately seat and it was 
surrounded with color. God the Father is in view here on 
His throne.
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His appearance was like a jasper and sardius stone. The 
jasper stone is described “Clear as a crystal” in chapter 
21 so would have appeared possibly like a white 
diamond. There are other colors of jasper stones.

The sardius stone would have a red appearance perhaps 
like a ruby.
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On the breastplate of the high priest are 12 stones 
representing the 12 tribes of Jacob (Israel). Reuban the 
first born son of Jacob is represented by the Sardius stone 
and Benjamin, Jacob’s last born son is represented by the 
Jasper stone.

8



The Hebrew name Reuban means “Behold, a son.”
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The Hebrew name Benjamin means “Son of the right 
hand.”

Both these titles have been used to describe the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The first and last born of the Patriarchs of 
Israel would be inclusive of all 12 tribes of Israel. 
Therefore this is God in relation to the nation of Israel.
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Around the throne was an emerald like rainbow which 
would have a greenish appearance.

John was seeing the glory of God and best expressed it 
the vivid color display he attempts to describe. How 
would you describe God’s glory?
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Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon 
the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in 
white garments, and golden crowns on their heads.

Two different Greek words translate “Crown.” Here the 
word used is “Stephonos” the crown of a victor worn as a 
symbol of victory and honor and was often awarded as a 
prize in public games. This is different from the word for 
crown “Diadem” which is a crown worn by a ruler and 
represents governmental authority.

In James 1:12 and Revelation 2:10 both speak of the 
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Crown of Life awarded to those who overcome and 
victorious in their trials. These most likely are the crowns 
in view here.

The identity of the 24 elders is a bit harder to pin down.
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The elders are a representative group, and it does 
parallel the Old Testament Jewish Priesthood which was 
represented by 24 orders of priests though there were 
thousands of priests.

Revelation 7:11 differentiates between “All the angels” 
and the elders, so it is not likely they are angels.

If this passage is chronological in nature it would not 
likely include the saints of all the ages or angels because 
they are judged after the tribulation and therefore would 
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not have received these crowns.

The church however would be judged prior to the 
tribulation after the rapture and will be awarded their 
crowns at that time. So only the church would have 
crowns at this time. Many Dispensational scholars 
believe this body is representative of the church.

Personally, I have always felt this was representative of 
both Israel and the church, the 12 patriarchs and the 12 
Apostles all of which are Jews. 
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So, 12 thrones are occupied by the disciples which are of 
the church. 
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In Revelation 21:12 in his description of the New 
Jerusalem John states the names of the 12 tribes of Israel 
are inscribed on the 12 city gates and in verse 14 
describes 12 foundations of the new city inscribed with 
the Apostles names. I believe these are combined to form 
the 24 elders, all of which are Jews.
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The lightning and thunder are like the description in 
Exodus 19:16 and are prophetic in the righteous 
indignation and judgement of God toward a dark and 
sinful world.
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The seven lamps and seven Spirits of God are symbolic 
of the Holy Spirit.
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6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of 
glass, like crystal.
And around the throne, on each side of the throne, 
are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and 
behind:
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ohn has no explanation as to the sea of glass, but what we 
can glean from the Old Testament the Laver of the 
Tabernacle was referred to as the “Sea of Brass” and the 
Laver of the Temple was the “Molten Sea.” 

In Chapter 13 we see “The Beast out of the Sea.” Here 
sea is believed to refer to the mass of humanity on the 
earth from which the beast comes.
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The lavers were both wash basins for cleansing and is a 
picture of the functioning Word of God and the cleansing 
effect that it has for the believer.

20



We may draw a clue from Revelation 15:2 where we see 
this same sea mingled with fire and those who had 
victory over the beast standing on this crystal sea. This 
could be the view of earth from heaven looking down 
through the firmament like a crystal. The clear crystal 
in 4:6 is prior to judgement of the world, 15:2 is at the 
apex of earth’s judgement with fire. Those who overcome 
in 15 and died faithful to the Lord would now be standing 
in Heaven above the earth.
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7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living 
creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face 
of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in 
flight.
8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six 
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was and is and is to come!”

The focus here are the four living creatures. “Beast,” as 
some translations puts it is inaccurate, the term “Living 

22



ones” is the best translation. Their purpose before the 
throne is worship and ascribing Holiness to the Lord. 
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Four is the number which representative of the world as 
in the four corners or four points of the compass.
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These symbols were placed on the standards of the four 
groups of tribes of Israel, in the same order, which 
camped around the Tabernacle in the wilderness.

- Tribe of Judah was the Lion
- Tribe of Ephraim was the Ox
- Tribe of Reuban a Man
- Tribe of Dan an Eagle

The eyes seem to encompass God’s omniscience and 
omnipresence.
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Appears to me that all symbology encompasses God’s 
Kingdom.

These four “Living Creatures” may me angels as they are 
similar to the seraphim In Isiah 6:2-3.
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Casting the Crowns of Life for victory in overcoming the 
world. 

“Who is he who overcomes the world? The one who 
believes in Jesus is the Son of God.” 1Jn 5:5

Only He is the one who made victory possible, so the 
elders cast their crowns to Him in recognition of 
salvation through Christ and His gift of eternal life.
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Close.
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