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Chapter 8 begins where chapter 6 let off. The Lamb had 
opened the first 6 seals of God’s judgements and now we 
move to the 7th seal which contains all 7 Trumpet 
judgements.
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The significance of this seal is demonstrated by the fact 
there was silence in heaven for half an hour. Remember 
this seal immediately follows the terror on earth from the 
6th seal where people were wanting to be buried under 
mountains to hide from the wrath of the Lamb.

The sky had split apart there was a meteor shower, shear 
panic throughout the earth. In heaven, there was great 
rejoicing, all the saints, angels, elders and living creatures 
were shouting and worshipping and praising 
God…now…silence.
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The type of silence as in a court room as the jury foreman 
readies themself to pronounce the verdict. The pregnant 
pause of anticipation when something highly significant 
is about to occur. 
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These seven angels stand before God shows a position of 
prominence. Do not confuse them with the angels of the 
seven bowl judgements or the 7 Spirits of God before the 
throne.
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Trumpets have been used to communicate signals over 
distances not only in biblical times but throughout 
history. Even, today if you go to any US military post in 
the world you will here the sound of Reveille and Taps 
each morning and evening from a loan trumpet.
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Trumpets were used by the Jews to announce important 
events: a call to gather, a call to arms, announcement of 
Holy days, giving of the Law and announcements of 
coronation of new kings. Trumpets were blown to give 
warning and make preparations for a coming event. The 
trumpets contain judgement, but I think more 
significantly they contain WARNING.
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Recall in the Tabernacle service the High Priest would 
burn incense continually on the Golden Altar or Altar on 
Incense. This altar was just outside the vail from the Ark 
of the Covenant.

This sweet-smelling aroma filled the Tabernacle and rose 
before the Ark which is a picture of God’s throne seat in 
heaven.
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Incense was symbolic of worship and prayer and a 
reminder that intercession to the Lord has a character of 
sweet incense.

This incense was added to ALL the prayers of the saints. 
Imagine ALL prayers of ALL saints of ALL time. Prayer 
is extremely pleasing to the Lord. We all need to pray 
more.

Incense is also a perfect picture of Christ our mediator 
interceding for us and here mixed with our petitions and 
prayers rising to the Lord in Heaven as a sweet, savory 
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aroma. This shows the necessity of praying in the name 
of Jesus. Prayer lacks effect if it is not in the name Jesus 
Christ our one and only intercessor.
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This censor was made of gold and its purpose was to carry fire from the altar of 
sacrifice outside the tabernacle to bring it inside to the Golden Altar or Altar of 
Incense where it was placed to burn incense before the throne or Ark.

The Altar of Sacrifice was an object of judgement and it is the fire and embers of this 
altar that are pictured here as being thrown to earth in response to the intercession and 
prayers of the suffering saints.
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Here we see destruction across all the earth focuses on 
the vegetation caused by the hail, fire and blood with 1/3 
of earth and vegetation burned up. 

Come August think about how bad the smoke is from the 
forest fires in the Northwest and how small they are 
compared to 1/3 of the earth burning up. That will be 
global warming.

This passage has been debated as to whether it should be 
interpreted literally or not. We have a clue when we look 
at the 7th plague of Egypt.
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Ex 9:18 Therefore, at this time tomorrow I will send the 
worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, from the 
day it was founded till now. 19 Give an order now to 
bring your livestock and everything you have in the field 
to a place of shelter, because the hail will fall on every 
person and animal that has not been brought in and is 
still out in the field, and they will die.’”
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Hail storm fallout in Guadalajara, Mexico left ice 1 ½ m thick, almost 5 feet.

Ex 9:20 Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the 
word of the Lord hurried to bring their slaves and 
their livestock inside. 21 But those who ignored the 
word of the Lord left their slaves and livestock in the 
field.

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
toward the sky so that hail will fall all over Egypt—on 
people and animals and on everything growing in the 
fields of Egypt.”
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Ex 9:23 When Moses stretched out his staff toward the 
sky, the Lord sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed 
down to the ground. So the Lord rained hail on the land 
of Egypt; 24 hail fell and lightning flashed back and 
forth. It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since 
it had become a nation.

In nature, hail is caused by thunderstorms and thunderstorms always contain 
lightning.
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Hail accumulation will form layers and when they break it looks more like blocks of 
ice rather than snowballs.

Ex 9:25 Throughout Egypt hail struck everything in the 
fields—both people and animals; it beat down everything 
growing in the fields and stripped every tree. 26 The only 
place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where the 
Israelites were.

17



And when the ice melts there could be great flooding.
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The first trumpet judgement was focuses on the land and 
the vegetation, the second trumpet seems to be focuses on 
the sea and oceans of the world.
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This judgement also has a parallel in the plagues of Egypt 
where Aaron stretches out his rod over the waters of 
Egypt and turns them red with blood.

Here John sees a large mountain like object on fire, cast 
into the sea. This likely is a large meteorite burning as it 
passes through the earth’s atmosphere or a volcanic 
eruption in or along the sea. 

Some expositors tend to want to assign symbolism to 
these judgements believing the mountain to be symbolic 
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of a government but a literal interpretation is very 
reasonable.

If you saw a large meteorite streaming flames impacting 
the ocean, how would you describe it?
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Or a lava volcanic eruption never seeing one before?

Here 1/3 of all sea life is destroyed along with 1/3 of all 
ships. Most likely all sea life and all shipping were 
destroyed in one location rather than spread worldwide. 
The shipping would have been destroyed by Mega-
tsunamis along with many coastal cities.
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Photo taken at the beginning of the eruption of Krakatau.
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Here John gives a different description of a meteorite 
type object however this “star from heaven” fell on the 
fresh waters of the earth destroying 1/3 of those waters 
not turning them to blood but obviously poisoning them 
resulting in the deaths of many.

How a single meteorite could fall on 1/3 of all fresh water 
I do not know because rivers and springs are scattered 
throughout the globe.

The world’s largest reserve of freshwater is locked up in 
glaciers and the polar ice caps. 
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Wormwood in Greek is ap'-sin-thos which means bitter.
Marah or maw-raw' is Hebrew and means bitter.
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Remember one of the primary reasons for the Great 
Tribulation is to judge Israel and refine the remnant 
through its fiery trials. These judgements appear to be the 
same as some of the plagues put on Egypt and are a result 
of violating all those things mentioned in Exodus 15:26. 
In Revelation, however, the judgements are significantly 
more severe than the plagues of Egypt.

At Marah, bitter water was made sweet, a statute and 
regulation were made to test Israel (Ex 15:26). They 
failed. The sweet waters are now made bitter because of 
Israel’s failure.
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At Marah, a tree was cast into the waters to make them 
sweet, in Revelation, Wormwood is cast into the waters 
to make them bitter.
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The first three Trumpets delt with the earth, destroying 
1/3 of the vegetation, 1/3 of sea life and 1/3 of the fresh 
water supply. Now we see the heavens stricken the sun, 
moon and stars, so as to lose 1/3 of all light.

I believe this in the literal sense though I understand how 
these 3 can lose 1/3 of their light intensity, I don’t 
understand how they can lose all their light for 1/3 of 
time.
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Additionally this could have a metaphorical meaning. In 
Genesis, the sun, moon and stars represent Jacob (Israel) 
Rachel and Jacobs 12 patriarchal sons.
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If this fourth Trumpet is symbolic or metaphorical in 
anyway it would indicate the death of 1/3 of all Israel. 
Prophecy says 2/3 of all Israel will die in judgement 
during the tribulation.
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[Read Luke]

I’ve noted that historically the number 1/3 appears to 
constitute a severe warning of coming judgement, i.e. in 
the 1300’s the black plague killed 1/3 of the human 
population of Europe, this I believe was a warning to the 
church which was falling into idol worship and apostacy.

During WWII, the Holocaust killed 1/3 of the entire 
Jewish nation, a warning to them to turnback to God and 
heed His voice (Exodus 15:26)
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In some translations the word “Eagle” is translated 
“Angel.”
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The three “Woes” are the 5th, 6th and 7th Trumpets.

The Trumpets are judgements, but they are more, they are 
the final warnings of the judgements to come, for the 
world to repent, the bowl judgements. While many are 
saved during the trumpet judgements, there is no 
recorded evidence of any being saved during the final 
bowl judgements.
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Anne Graham-Lotz, when asked if God exists how could 
he let hurricane Katrina occur? She said, 

“We have pushed God out of our courts, we’ve pushed 
God out of our Government, we’ve pushed God out of 
schools, we’ve pushed God out of our lives. Being the 
gentleman, He is He has stepped back from us and we 
experience life without Him.”

We do not realize how much God is in our daily lives.
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Scripture says, “God will not strive with man forever.” 
Revelation is the last call, last chance for world 
repentance for both Jew and Gentile.
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