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Chapter 6 gives a chronological sequence of events 
during the tribulation or the first half of the tribulation; 
this chart gives a parallel reference to Christ’s Olivet 
discourse in Matthew 24.
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Chapter 7 pauses this sequence to focus on two major 
groups saints in the tribulation.
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The first are a Godly group of Jews the 144,000 and
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the second are the martyred saints, gentiles which result 
from the tribulation.
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There will be many Jews and gentiles saved after the 
rapture during the tribulation, none of these, I believe 
however, will be included in the Church rolls as the Bride 
of Christ but will be members of the Body of Christ.

The Bride of Christ, the Church, does have both Jew and gentile members.
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Remember, sequentially, the Church is raptured in 
Chapter 4:1 and as the Bride of Christ, I do not believe 
the Church can be added to after the rapture but do 
believe the Body of Christ can be. These saints will be 
members of the Body of Christ not the church.

A good question to ask is if the Holy Spirit is removed 
when the church is raptured, as II Thes 2:7 states, how 
can people be saved after the rapture during the 
tribulation.
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The Holy Spirit is the one who restrains and He is 
omnipresent. People were saved before Pentecost when 
the church was born just as there will be people saved 
after the rapture.
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The Holy Spirit works specific ministries within the 
church today which may cease, however that does not 
mean all His ministries cease. The church will have 
fulfilled its design purpose in God’s redemptive plan, but 
the Holy Spirit will always be at work just as He was 
before Pentecost.
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God’s judgement is impending, and this judgement is 

being held until the special appointed servants of God are 

set apart and sealed. 

This seal does 3 things: 1. It guarantees safety. 2. Is a 

mark of ownership and 3. Certifies that something is real 

or authentic.

These saints are sealed for the purpose of protection and 

service. Just as Noah and family were set apart and 
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protected during the flood, just as Rahab and family were 

set apart and protected in Jericho, so too will these 

special bond-servants be set apart and protected 

throughout the tribulation.
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It cannot be made any clearer that these 144,000 are 

Jews. They are “From every tribe of the sons of Israel:..”

They are not gentiles or the Church.

Those who believe the Church has replaced Israel must 

ignore this passage at face value. They have been blinded 

and believe in false teaching and have succumbed to the 

lies of the Devil. 

This lie and false teaching is the cause of Anti-Semitism 

13



throughout the world today and began with the Catholic 

Church Fathers in the second and third centuries resulting 

in the death of millions of Jews throughout history.
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There are over 20 places in scripture which lists the 12 
tribes of Israel and these lists will vary the names.
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There is disagreement in Christian circles as to the number 12,000 being literal or 
figurative. I believe it to be literal because there is a significance in the number 12 in 
biblical numerology and 144,000 seems appropriate for worldwide evangelism.
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There are over 20 places in scripture which lists the 12 

tribes of Israel and these lists will vary the names.

Jacob (Israel) had 12 sons by his two wives and their two 

maid servants. He adopted his son Joseph’s two sons 

Ephraim and Manasseh making 14. 
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When Joseph’s two sons are listed together Joseph is 

omitted. This was usually due to the fact that while 

Joseph was not the first born he was the favored son so 

when it came to inheritance Joseph would receive a 

double portion through his two sons. 

Levi was omitted in some lists because from his line 

came the Levitical Priesthood which did not receive an 

inheritance of land as his siblings did because the priests 

were distributed amongst all the tribes to minister to 
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them.

In this list, however, the tribes of Dan and Ephraim are 

omitted why we don’t know for sure. One thought is a 

belief that Anti-Christ might come from Dan because in 

Jacob’s blessings of his children he connects Dan with a 

serpent (Gen 49:17).

Both Dan and Ephraim were heavily associated with 

idolatry. What ever the reason, these two are omitted 

from this list.
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Not only will there be a great number of Jews saved in 
the Tribulation here we see a great multitude of believing 
gentiles from every nation, tribe, people, and language. 
No people group is left out.
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The white robes are apparently the same type of robes 
given in Rev 6:11 when those saints were pictured under 
the altar. Now we see these wearing the robes indicating 
purity and righteousness standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb and they are holding palm branches 
symbolizing triumph, victory over sin and death.
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Just as in chapter 5 where all those in heaven fell on their 
faces before the throne here we see the great multitude 
along with all the angelic hosts fall in worship around the 
throne.
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Self-explanatory
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This question makes it clear that the 24 elders are 
representative of a different group of people than the 
Great Multitude pictured here. 
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The specific wording “Great” is meg’as. The Great 

Tribulation is the last 3 ½ years of the 7-year tribulation. 

Where the Anti-Christ is revealed, the Abomination of 

desolations spoken of by Daniel and the 7-year covenant 

is broken. This is the Time of Jacob’s Trouble and the 

focus will be on the worldwide persecution of the Jews.

This group of saints come out of the last half of the 

tribulation and may be distinguishable from the multitude 

mentioned in Revelation 6:11 who are waiting for their 
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remaining brethren to be martyred.

This great multitude of believers are in large part a result 

of the preaching and witness of these 144,000 Jews. The 

144,000 are the ones who will complete the Great 

Commission of sharing the gospel to every person, every 

tribe, every nation of the world. The fulfillment of this is 

not required of the church prior to the rapture but is a 

requirement prior of the Second Coming.
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The washing of a garment in blood obviously does not 
make it white so this passage is speaking in a spiritual 
manner as to the cleaning and purifying of the soul of 
these gentile believers. 
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The message to take away here is those who serve well 

on earth will have a ministry in heaven. These martyred 

saints will serve the Lord continually and He will dwell 

among them.

They will be delivered from life’s affliction of thirst, 

hunger and heat and they will have every tear wiped 

away. Their trials will be over.
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John Walvoord commented that Chapter 7 serves as a 

review of the situation described in the previous chapters 

and emphasizes two primary facts. 

First God is going to judge Israel in the period of great 

trial, and 12,000 from each tribe, totaling 144,000 will be 

protected and sealed from the judgments which will fall 

upon the world in general. 
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Second a great multitude of Gentiles will also be saved, 

but many of these will be martyred, and a multitude of 

the martyred dead are found in heaven rejoicing 

representing every tongue and nation. 

It is an indication that even in the tragic closing hours 
prior to the second coming of Christ to the earth, 
countless souls will find Christ as Savior and be saved by 
His grace.

29



Last week we looked at the break down of various 

Gentile groups, this week I want to break down the 

various Jewish groups.

During the Great Tribulation period there will be four 

distinct groups of Jews:

First, will be the Apostate Jews, these will be the “Many” 

of Daniel 9:27 who sign the 7 year peace covenant with 

the Anti-Christ. They will compose 2/3 of the Jewish 
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people and will all die in the Tribulation.
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Second, are the 144,000 specially sealed servants of the 

Lord. They will constitute a portion of the 1/3 of Israel’s 

survivors during the tribulation. They will be sealed at 

some point after the rapture of the church.

Third, are other Hebrew Christians who will receive 

Messiah because of the preaching of the 144,000, two 

witnesses or other means, but are not part of the 144,000.

Fourth, is called the Faithful Remnant. This group will 
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become members of the remnant at the end of the 

Tribulation and will constitute the largest portion of the 

1/3 of Jewish survivors. 

They will be unbelievers as far as the Messiahship of 

Jesus is concerned during the tribulation. They are the 

“Non-many” of Daniel 9:27 who refuse to have anything 

to do with the covenant. They are faithful in the sense of 

believing God of the Old Testament but will come to 

know Jesus as Messiah in the end.
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These last 3 groups will constitute the “All of Israel will 
be saved” in Romans 11:25-26.
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Israel as a nation is raptured at 7th Trumpet Revelation 
11:18

The nation of Israel is God’s bond servant to include the 

Old Testament prophets and saints. No one is saved 

during the bowl judgements hence the time “to destroy 

those who destroy the earth.” This is the purpose of the 

Bowl Judgements to destroy all that is left.

Here is the Judgement of the Jews, they are rewarded or 
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destroyed. After this point no repentance is recorded 

anymore.
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Who is he speaking of? The two kingdoms of the Jews, Israel and Judah.

35



36



The best translation is literally “Saved out of” not from. 
“From” implies keeping Israel from the tribulation period 
but we know they pass through it. “Out of” demonstrates 
their presence IN the tribulation and then being taken out 
of it.

The words out of mean to be taken out of the tribulation 
and this happens in the 7th trumpet before the 7 Bowl 
judgements.
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Excerpt from a Liberty University paper 

summarizes Israel:

“One of the major Divine purposes for the 

tribulation in relation to Israel is the conversion of 

the Jewish remnant to faith in Jesus as their 

Messiah. This will take place throughout the 

tribulation, but by the end of the seven-year period 

the entire number of the elect remnant will become 

converted to Jesus.
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Ezekiel 20:33–38 is a major passage that speaks of a 

Jewish regathering to their ancient land, which must 

take place before the tribulation, in preparation for 

the purging of the non-elect Israelites called in this 

passage “the rebels” (Ezek. 20:38). “
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(Ezek. 20:33–38a). The phrase “to pass under the rod” is 
one of evaluation and separation. The purging process 
will result in removal of the rebel, leaving the believing 
remnant who will then be brought “into the bond of the 
covenant” (Ezek. 20:37).”
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